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Abstract—

Taha Hussein is widely regarded as one of the most
influential figures in modern Arabic literature and a key
contributor to the renewal of Arab literary criticism. Born into
a modest family and having lost his sight at an early age, he
overcame  significant  personal challenges through
determination and intellectual perseverance. He studied at
Al-Azhar, later joined the Egyptian University, and continued
his education in France, where exposure to European
thought profoundly shaped his critical methodology. Hussein
adopted a rational, scientific approach to literary criticism,
rejecting blind imitation and rigid traditionalism. He
advocated for a critical and conscious engagement with
Arab heritage, emphasizing analysis and intellectual
freedom. This approach is clearly reflected in his
controversial work On Pre-Islamic Poetry, which sparked
widespread debate due to its skeptical and analytical
treatment of classical texts. He also strongly linked literature
to social reality, arguing that literary works cannot be
separated from the conditions of society. Through this
vision, Taha Hussein transformed Arab literary criticism from
a traditional descriptive practice into a modern discipline
based on interpretation and critical reasoning. His legacy
extends beyond his writings, as he remains a pioneering
intellectual whose ideas continue to shape contemporary
Arab literary and academic thought.The research problem
can be formulated as follows: How did Taha Hussein
contribute to the renewal of Arab literary criticism?

Keywords: Taha Hussein; Arabic Literary Criticism;
Modernism; Methodological Skepticism; Intellectual Reform;
Literary innovation; Arab heritage; Critical thought.
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