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the graceful buildings which bear testimony to the
genius and ability of Khawaja Mahmiid Gawan. Also,
a library containing 3000 books was established.

Figure 7. The entire view of Mahmiid Gawan

Madrasa. In the reign
of Muhammad Shah Bahmanill (1463-1482),
Mahmud Gawan, an old noble who bore the title of
Malik al-Tujar built this Madrasa (university) of
which the remains still exist. In the time of Firishta,
nearly a
century and half later, it was in perfect presentation
and with the great mosque and other buldings by the
same founder in which was called Gawa-ki Chowk
(present day Gawan Chowsk) were then still applied
to the purpose for which they were originally
designed. (Mahmud Gwan Madrasa- Wikipedia,
20f5.)
“By virtue of Gawan’s conspicuous ability, skillful
diplomacy and successful military campaigns, he
brought the dominion of the Bahmanis to an extent
ever achieved by former Sovereigns.”
Many achievements and reforms were made by
Mahmiid Gawan; some of them are as follows:
- He led a successful expedition against the
combined armies of Orissa and Khandesh.

O SOl ol LS LBy agunl 4
Ghse o S H1 o S ds, o
A Research on the Key Role of Mahmiud
Extension and Gawan in Medical Ethics
Attracting the Iranian Physicians and Elites to
the Subcontinent of India

Summary

In 851(1447) a high-born Gilanian (Iranian) merchant,
named Mahmid Gawan stepped onto the India’s
western shores. From the docks of Dabhol, Gawan
oversaw the off-loading of the consignments including
fabrics, Ethiopian slaves, jewels and most
importantly, Arabian horses (the kingdoms of the
Deccan imported the powerful Arabian horses as a
key element of their military) (The deccan story:
Mahmud Gawan, 1 of 15), he had brought with him
from Iran to Indian Subcontinent. He joined the other
Persian (Iranian) who had been migrating from Persia
(Iran) to Deccan and had taken service in Bidar, the
Bahmani capital. (Mahmud Gawan (1411-1481):

Deccanis and Westerners (Chapter 3)...,10 f.)

Khwaja Mahmud Gawan, from the village of Gawan
in Gilan in Persia, was well-versed in Islamic
theology, Persian  language, medicine and
mathematics, and was an erudite poet and prose
writer. Later he became a minister in the court of
Muhammad Shah IIT (1463-1483). Mahmud enjoyed
the trust of Bahmant rulers, locals as well as that of
foreign kingdoms who had great respect for him.
(Mahmud Gawan, Wikipedia, 1 of 2). He served the
state most faithfully and enlarged the Bahmani

kingdom to an extent never achieved before.

Gawan built a great university in Bidar which is
known «Mahmud Gawan Madrassa». (Figure 7)
Almost at the center of the Old Town of Bidar stand
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Finally, plots were hatched to topple him. The nobles
forged a treasonous document purportedly for him.
The Sultan in a drunken state ordered him executed in
April 1481.
At the last moments of Mahmud’s life, he said his
prayer in these words:

“I am old and do not mind my

death but my death is bound to

come because of destiny. | tank

God that he gave me an

opportunity to lay down my life in

the cause of the dynasty.”
Of course Khwaja Mahmud Gawan’s execution
departed all the cohesion and power of Bahmani
Sultan. Later, he regretted his hasty bad omen
decision and he buried him honourably.
(Achievements and Reforms made by Mahmid
Gawan, lof 9 —6 of 9).
He was a great scholar and wrote two books: Riyad al-
Insha and Managzir al-Insha.
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Mahmiid occupied the fertile areas of Bidar,
Dawlatabad and Berar.

He restored peace between Malwa and Bahmani
Kingdom.

Gawan, divided the existing four provinces into

two each and created eight “Tarafs” (provinces).

- He put a check on the powers of nobles.

- Mahmiid Gawan introduced a fair justice system.

- The entire agricultural land was surveyed and land
revenue was fixed.

- He took several measures to spread education, and
opened a madrasa (university) for higher learning.

- Service conditions of the soldiers were improved
and better discipline was enforced in the army.

Although he was at the helm of affairs of the state,

Gawan lived a very simple life. He cooked food in

earthen vessels and slept on mattress. On every Friday

night, he used to visit various places of worship of the

Muslims and gave help to the poor and the needy.

There was also a blot on the character of Mahmiid

Gawan GilanT who ordered the destruction of several

temples.
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